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Revenue and Expenditure Accounts 

For the Year Ending December 31st, 1923 


REVENUE 


Inspection Fees. 

Cemetery—Sale of Graves and Fees. 
. Ambulance Fees. 


for 1923 


$ 502,25 

2,138.50 






31 


$3 


118.00 


.15 


EXPENDITURE 


Salaries .$28,214.62 

Printing, Postage and Stationery. 501.43 

Transportation . 3,936.1 ) 

Telephones . 196.60 

Miscellaneous . 145.65 

Uniforms . 369.2 5 

Disinfection and Quarantine. 392.72 

Cow and Dairy Inspection. 89.85 

Cemetery Expenses. 1,697.81 

Transferred to Cemetery Improvement Fund. 440.69 

Burial of Paupers. 144.30 

Ambulance Expenses. 656.13 


$36,786.15 





























ANNUAL REPORT of the 
MEDICAL OFFICER of HEALTH 


BOARD OF HEARTH and 
CITY COMMISSIONERS. 

Gentlemen: 

The following- report for the year ending December 31st, 1923, is respe* 
fully submitted. During the year there has been a decided reduction in t 
total of Infectious disease reported, the total being approximately 55 per c« 
of the total for 1922. 

ISOLATION HOSPITAL 


Cases admitted to the Isolation Hospital during 192 3 nu 
which 361 were affected with the more serious conditions, 
Scarlet Fever. 

Patients Admitted by Months 

January . 

February . 

March. 

April . 

May . 

June . 

July . 

August . 

September . 

October . 

November . 

December . 


Diphtheria a 


34 
27 
29 
31 
26 
19 
22 

35 
49 
46 
77 



Only in the month of December was the aecomjnodatii 
capacity and the need for extra beds was met by using a sep 
building for a limited time. 

The 433 patients admitted were classified according to dis< 

Scarlet Fever, all cases. 

Scarlet Fever and Diphtheria. . 

Scarlet Fever, uncomplicated.. 

Scarlet Fever suspect. 

Scarlet Fever with Chickenpox, 

Scarlet Fever with Measles.... 

Diphtheria. 

Diphtheria suspect . 

• Diphtheria carriers . 

Erysipelas . 

Measles . 

Chickenpox . 

Smallpox . 

Tuberculosis of lungs-. 

Whooping Cough . 

Rheumatism . 

Paralysis . 

Incurable, old age. 

Chronic Eczema . 

Brights Disease, old age. 




Total. 433 

Deaths occurring in the hospital during the year numbered only 16, 
which was very much lower than for 1922 when there were 31. 


The deaths were from the following causes: 

Scarlet Fever. 2 

Scarlet Fever following Appendectomy. 1 

Diphtheria... 6 

Cancer . 3 

General Paralysis in the aged. 2 

































HEALTH DEPARTMENT 


cows in the City was vigorously prosecuted and, as a result, it may now be 
stated that practically all milk sold or used in the City is from Tuberculin 
tested animals. 

In reference to the Food Inspector’s report, the value of the work being 
done, from the consumer’s standpoint, is indicated by the large amount of 
food stuffs condemned as unfit for consumption, exceeding 21 tons. 

Institution Cases 

During the year 1923 twelve applications for the admission of mental 
defectives to the Provincial Training School at Red Deer were examined 
and dealt with through the Health Department office. 

Twenty-one patients suffering from tuberculosis were admitted to the 
Central Alberta Sanatorium near Calgary, of whom four have died, seven 
have been discharged improved or cured, and ten are still under treatment 
there. 

Board of Health 

During the year, 12 regular monthly meetings and three special meetings 
of the Board of Health were held. The members of the Board have given 
freely of their time and have taken a very active interest in all matters re¬ 
lating to public health during the year. 

Ambulance Service 

Ambulance service for infectious diseases was carried out during the 
year by the Health Inspectors operating the special ambulance purchased 
last year. The operation of this service has been found to be very satisfactory 
and has produced a revenue of $727.40 as against an expenditure of $656.12, 
showing a surplus against depreciation of $71.28. 

In concluding this report, 1 desire to acknowledge the unselfish co-oper¬ 
ation and assistance the Health Department officials have had during the year 
from the Welfare Board, Hospital Board, South Side Clinic, Scavenging 
Department, Salvation Army, City Commissioners, Medical Department of the 
School Board and the medical profession generally. 

All of which is respectfully submitted, 

T. H. WH1TELAW, 

Medical Officer of Health. 


Annual Report , 1923 


Dr. T. H. Whitelaw, 

Medical Officer of Health, 

Edmonton, Alberta. 

Dear Sir: 

I have the honor to submit the following report of work dhne by the 
Nurses of the City Health Department during the year 1923. 

There had been only one nurse in the City Health Department until May 
1st, 1923, when owing to the increase in the work it was found necessary to 
add another nurse to the staff and Miss Wilkin, who had previously been in 
the Provincial Public Health Department, was appointed by the Board of 
Health. 

During the year three thousand, seven hundred and eighty-one (3,781) 
Child Welfare and eight hundred and thirty-eight ( 838) Home Visits were 
paid. The following complaints were noticed: 


Among the babies: 

Indigestion . 

Malnutrition . 

Otitis Media . 

Bronchitis . 

Umbilical Hernia . 

Swollen Glands . 

Rickets . 

Eczema . 

Pneumonia .. 

Severe Colds . 

Whooping Cough . 

Measles .. 

(These last two were reported to Health Inspector) 


16 

11 

10 


3 








CITY OF EDMONTON 


age. Each child is given a complete physical examination and advice is give;) 
regarding diet. All children having defects requiring attention are referred 
to their family doctor. Dr. Folinsbee and Dr. Leiteh are the attending phy¬ 
sicians at these clinics. 

Follow-up work is done in the home by Miss Emerson, the nurse in 
charge of the clinics, and the City Health Nurses. 

Respectfully submitted, 

O. B. BAILEY, City Health Nurse. 


Annual Report, 1923 

Dr. T. H. Whitelaw, 

Medical Officer of Health, 

Edmonton, Alberta. 

Dear Sir: 

I beg to submit a report of the work of the Sanitary Division of your 
Department for the year ending the 31st of December, 1923. 

The month of May was devoted entirely to clean-up work and was, in 
my opinion, very successful. No record was kept of the number of inspec¬ 
tions and re-inspections for the Month of May as it was found impossible 
for the Inspectors to do this on account of having to travel so rapidly over 
the various districts. The number of inspections for 1923 were 5,611; re¬ 
inspections 3,454;; total 9,065. For 1922, inspections 2,671; re-inspections 
1,547; total 4,218. 

It has been necessary during the past year to keep the Chinese laundries 
under constant supervision on account of the verminous condition of a large 
number of them. Some slight improvements have been carried out by the 
proprietors on the advice of this Department but we are very much in need 
of regulations dealing with these places of business. I am submitting for 
your consideration extracts from By-law No. 4274 of the City of Winnipeg, 
dealing with laundries, i am of the opinion that it would be well to have 
regulations drafted along the same lines for use in this Department. The 
regulations mentioned may be brought before the Board of Health at its next 
meeting. 

The following are the particulars of the prosecutions that were carried 
out during the past year. 

By-Law No. 

9, Section No. 9—Failure to keep restaurant in a 
clean, wholesome condition.... 

9, Section No. 38—Dumping refuse on vacant land 
inside limits of City. 


9, Section No. 39—Failure to remove manure or 
provide manure bins. 


9, Section No. 5 7—Failure to provide suitable privy 

10, Section No. 3—Failure to take out permit for 

keeping cows in City. 

11, Section No. 9—Slaughtering calves in City.... 

14, Section No. 7—Failing to provide ash or garb¬ 
age receptacle . 


Section 4 5K Public Health Regulations—Use of 

common towel . 

Section 122A Provincial Health Regulations — 

Breach of said section. 

Regulation of Provincial Board of Health—Main- 

Regulation of Local Board of Health—Failure to 

rid premises of bed bugs . 

Respectfully submitted, 

W. R. GRAHAM, Chief Sanitary Inspector. 


1 $ 10 and costs 

5 2—$ 1 and costs 

1— $ 2 and costs 

2— Costs only 

2— Costs only 
1—Susp. SentVe 

1— Costs only 

8 7—$ 3 and costs 

1— Costs only 

5 2—$ 5 and costs 

1— $10 and costs 

2— Costs only 

1 $3 and costs 

1 $5 and costs 

1 Case withdrawn 

house placarded 

1 $2 and costs 












































HEALTH DEPARTMENT 


Annual Report , 1923 

Dr. T. H. Whitelaw, 

Medical Officer of Health, 

Edmonton, Alberta. 

Dear Sir: 

The following- report on the work of Food Inspection for the year ending 
December 31st, 192 3, is respectfully submitted. 

The regular inspection of premises, equipment and food stuffs in restaur¬ 
ants, hotel kitchens, bakeries, meat markets, grocery, fruit and confectionery 
stores, city markets and abattoirs under City inspection, was carried on dur- 




Total . (lbs.) 42,884 % 

Beer, 2 per cent.14 dozen bottles 

Submitted to Provincial Analyst for Analysis 
3 samples of fish and meat paste. (Condemned). 

1 tin of tomatoes. (Normal). 

Tea bought at fire sale and complained of by purchaser. (Fit for use). 
Cochineal, 12 two-ounce bottles. (Condemned and destroyed). 

Meat paste. (Negative). 

Ketchup. (Fit for food). 

Maple syrup. (Adulterated). 

















































CITY OF EDMONTON 


Horse-radish pickle. (Very low grade). 

Cabbage. (No ill effects on animals from consumption of same). 

One 5-gallon can of tomato catsup complained of by restaurant prop¬ 
rietor. (Fit for human food). 


One farmer was fined costs of court for infraction of By-law No. 11, 
Section 8, offering uninspected meat for sale. 

One butcher fined $1 and costs for infraction of By-law No. 9, Section 9, 
dirty premises and equipment. Later in the year the same butcher was fined 

Another butcher was fined $5 and costs for failing to provide a suitable 
(clean) covering for meat. 

One butcher was fined costs of the court for infraction of the Provincial 
Health Act, Section 74, covering and wrapping meat with a dirty cover. 

One store-keeper fined $10 and costs for selling eggs unfit for human 
food. 

Respectfully submitted, 

L. H. SWAIL, V.S., Chief Food Inspector. 


Annual Report, 1923 


Dr. T. H. Whitelaw, 

Medical Officer of Health, 

Edmonton, Alberta. 

Dear Sir: 

I beg to submit the following report on the work of milk inspection for 
the year 1923. 

During the year samples of milk were taken at regular intervals from 
the delivery wagons around the city. Five hundred and forty (540) samples 
in all were taken. Five hundred and thirty-eight (538) samples submitted 
to the Provincial Laboratory for test gave results as follows: 


January ... 



July . 

August .... 
September . 
October . . . 
November . 
December . 



Total 


538 371 


Per Cent. . 70.5 


46 23 15 7 28 36 12 

8.8 4.4 2.9 1.3 5.3 6.8 


In twelve (12) samples the plates could not be counted on account of 
spreaders and are therefore not included in the totals in arriving at per¬ 
centages. It will be noted that about 71 per cent of the samples gave counts 
under one hundred thousand, and seventy- nine under two hundred thou¬ 
sand. Nearly seven per cent (7%) went over one million, over half of them 
during the summer months of July and August. As must always be the case 
these results are rather worse than the milk they represent as it is always 
attempted to find conditions at their worst in order to have them improved. 
The showing is rather better than last year but can still be improved. 

Five hundred and thirty-four (534) samples gave an average butter fat 
content of 4.00%, a slight increase from the previous year. The lowest aver- 
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Annual Report, 1923 

Dr. T. H. Whitelaw, 

Medical Officer of Health, 

Edmonton, Alberta. 

















